
“Public art is a part of our public history, part of our evolving culture and our collective 

memory. It reflects and reveals our society and adds meaning to our cities. As artists 

respond to our times, they reflect their inner vision to the outside world, and they create a 

chronicle of our public experience.”1 

Located on a street-facing wall of a multi-level parking structure at 542 High Street, Palo 

Alto, California, the public art mural See You Soon by artist Lauren Jane Berger stands out with 

its vibrant and cheerfully colored artwork placed on a relatively modern and earthy tiled wall. 

This display is temporarily available for public viewing as part of an eight-artwork initiative 

under the Uplift Local initiative that endeavors to support the economic recovery of local 

businesses located in Palo Alto and the well-being of our community considering the nearly two-

year pandemic. 

The artwork is not necessarily related to the parking lot building; however, the front of 

the building presumably has sufficient foot traffic during the mornings and evenings. The 

illustrated theater’s physical location is a few blocks away. Based out of Palo Alto, Berger is a 

multidisciplinary artist whose inspiration for this mural was to showcase our community’s 

interrelatedness and connectedness. In other words, she wanted to produce public art that 

attempted to represent the integrated daily life of various members of our diverse community 

during the pandemic. “She imagined a downtown scene of essential workers, small business 

owners, and residents going about their daily routines, which include counting on one another to 

survive and thrive -- and yes, these days, enjoying an ice cream cone counts as thriving!” 2  
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The artwork is related to the current political and cultural environment. Today, there is 

still a national debate and division on the pandemic’s validity and the need or effectiveness of 

masks and vaccinations. Unfortunately, these divisions are indirectly related to other racially 

driven conflicts like voting rights and criminal justice. In stark contrast to this division, the 

artwork illustrates bohemian and harmonistic interactions amongst our community, consisting of 

diverse people either working or enjoying their time peacefully on the streets of Palo Alto.  

The artwork’s medium is a digital illustration print placed on a thin, aluminum wallpaper 

glued to a modern brick wall at a scale of roughly eight feet wide by six feet tall. The artwork’s 

title, See You Soon, is also represented on the theater’s marquee, and its letters are scattered on 

the sidewalk floor beneath a ladder. The subject matter is the pandemic and its impact on the 

Palo Alto community, attempting to recapture normal daily life. Typical of Berger’s style, the 

See You Soon artwork “use[s] a loose, colorful and sometimes abstract style in [her] artwork to 

re-imagine reality with a sense of bohemian California feminist idealism.”3 The artwork’s 

composition has the Stanford Theatre or, more specifically, the marquee sign as the central 

image with neighboring buildings and various people of varying ethnicities naturally positioned 

in front of the storefronts with overlapping trees near the edges of the artwork.   

In the artwork, the central structure is the front of the historical 100-year-old Stanford 

Theatre with its white exterior paint with grey trim and geometric design, and its iconic 

triangular marquee protruding from the building with the capitalized word “SEE YOU SOON” 

on its right side and the word “RE-OPENING” on its left side. A female theater worker with 

brownish skin is on a tall ladder, applying the remaining word “SEE YOU SOON”. On the left 

of the theater is a deep blue painted low-rise building with an elderly smiling Caucasian male 
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walking with a disposable coffee cup in his left hand, and to the right of the theater is a light 

purple colored restaurant building with a sign that reads “OPEN 4 TAKEOUT” with two women 

of different ethnicities holding hands while seated and enjoying a glass of wine. A masked male 

server is in the process of bringing more wine and snacks on a dark brown circular tray. In front 

of the theater is a masked Caucasian woman walking her leashed dog with white fur and black 

spots. In the foreground, there is a masked light-brown-skinned mailman walking street side and 

a dark-brown-skinned female seated under a tree enjoying an ice cream cone.  

The artwork is full of lightly toned and playful colors. Along with the diversity of the 

portrayed people, the diversity of colors works in communal harmony. It creates a sense of 

idealism, allowing its members to enjoy themselves safely and freely with no substantive 

inhibitions. Notably, there are elements of a supportive community like the folded Palo Alto 

Daily newspaper located near the street’s curb. Highlighting a well-managed city, a sizeable 

well-manicured tree with healthy green foliage with organic shapes presents itself near the right 

edge of the artwork, along with triangular-shaped foliage from a neighboring tree at the top left 

corner. Most of the objects have thick outlines that are not sharp but abstract. For example, the 

theater’s exterior wall has thick grey vertical lines that contrast to the horizontal lines of the 

sidewalk and curb. The windows of the neighboring building are geometrically rectangular in 

exterior shape, but the interior of the windows is more expressive with curves. Although the 

figures within the image are flat, there is dimensionality with the overlapping of the trees and 

people relative to the front of the buildings and the blue skies, and with the marquee sign given 

its triangular shape and the use of reverse linear perspective.   

I recently came across the artwork when my family was having dinner in downtown Palo 

Alto, and we parked in the garage where the artwork is located. I chose this artwork for many 



reasons. First, it caught my eye because of the beautiful mix of cheerful colors relative to the 

bland yet geometric patterned backdrop. Second, I noticed immediately within the artwork the 

image of the Stanford Theatre, where I have frequented numerous times to watch classic movies 

with friends and family. Relative to other downtown fixtures, I would consider this theater as a 

Palo Alto landmark given its long history and distinctive architectural features, namely its 

marquee sign that is uniquely visible when walking down University Avenue. Lastly, I 

appreciated the depiction of our community’s optimism, collaboration, and diversity. It serves as 

a refreshing reprieve from the constrained and masked realities of our lives today. Based on the 

artwork See You Soon, I have a greater appreciation that public works of art not only serve the 

community by highlighting and bringing awareness of its vision, ideals, and values, but is also an 

expression of the collective community, its identity, and a hopeful glimpse of its future. 

  



Exhibit 1 

Various photos taken by Ethan Kim of the artwork 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  



Exhibit 2 

Photos taken by Ethan Kim of Stanford Theatre 
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